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 ‘The food policy analysts and researchers must look ahead through continued research and 
analysis, to predict what kind of information policy-makers are likely to need several years 
into the future’. 
The National Food Policy, 2006  
 
 
 
1. Introduction  
 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Food Planning 
and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM) 
organized a consultative workshop on Informed Policy Making for Food Security: Research 
in Support of the National Food Policy, under the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP), with financial assistance from USAID and the 
European Commission on 5 and 6 December, 2007.   
 
A core objective of the NFPCSP is to expand and deepen the capacity of civil society 
(academia and research institutions, universities, international organizations as well as civil 
society representatives) to conduct high quality research on food security issues and to 
support effective dialogue between policy makers and research so as to inform and enrich 
the implementation of the National Food Policy (NFP) 
 
To support this, the NFPCSP is promoting socio-economic research on a broad range of 
food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and utilization for 
nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues such as gender, governance, environment and 
infrastructure under its Research Grant Initiative. Two research facilities are available under 
this initiative – the Programme Funded Research (PR) and the Challenge Fund (CF). 
Through the PR facility, NFPCSP supports long-term substantive research, while, under its 
CF facility, the NFPCSP supports short-term research work on existing specific policy 
interventions and practices, including options for scaling-up best practices.  
 
The NFPCSP made open calls for research proposals from academic and research 
institutions and civil society organizations. Following thorough evaluation, 22 research 
proposals selected by the Research Grant Panel (RGP) received funding in October 2007.  
 
The NFPCSP has also conducted a Benchmark Survey (BMS) covering three decades of 
literature relevant to food security in Bangladesh, which is meant to serve as a reference tool 
for both researchers and decision-makers in identifying food security research gaps and 
priorities. While the principal focus has been on research and policy documents directly 
related to food security in Bangladesh, the review has also taken cognizance of important 
contributions pertaining to other countries that are of particular relevance and interest to 
Bangladesh.   
 
Finally, as part of NFPCSP efforts to promote high quality food security research, an 
evaluation of Research Institutions in the field of food security research has been undertaken 
to identify research institution(s) in Bangladesh potentially able to take a leading role in 
coordinating research under NFPCSP PR facility in the future, whilst, in the short-term, the 
evaluation is expected to provide relevant information for screening and evaluating research 
proposals for funding under the Programme.  
 
The two-day consultative workshop was planned to present and discuss the above 
initiatives.    
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Objectives: 
 

1) To present the research projects being undertaken under the Research Grant 
Initiative of the NFPCSP;  

2) To facilitate dialogue among the researchers and between the researchers and 
policy makers; 

3) To share findings of the Benchmark Survey (BMS) on Food Security Literature in 
Bangladesh; 

4) To discuss the findings of the evaluation of research institutions in Bangladesh in 
view of its finalization. 

 
 
Expected outcomes:  
 
• Increased awareness of NFPCSP’s support to food security research;  
• Research activities funded by the project improved through interactions with the 

NFPCSP Technical Assistance Team, the Research Grant Panel Members, the 
government officers and the civil society organizations involved in NFP implementation;  

• BMS made available to the participants and feedback for the finalization of the evaluation 
of research institutions received. 

 
 
The Programme of the Consultative Workshop is given in Annex 1. 
 
The workshop was attended by over 300 participants (Annex 2) from government ministries 
and agencies, academia, NGOs and other civil society organizations. Beginning with an 
Inaugural Session, the workshop programme was divided into five consecutive Technical 
Sessions, which were then winded up with Concluding Remarks.  
 
 
2. Session 1: Inaugural Session 
 
 
The workshop began with a recitation from the Holy Quran by Moulana Sultan Ahmed. At the 
outset, Mr. Pranab Chakraborty, DG, FPMU, MoFDM welcomed the guests, experts and 
participants (full text in Annex 3). He reminded the audience of the comprehensive, pro-poor 
and gender sensitive nature of the National Food Policy that was formulated with the view of 
the WFS goal and the MDG 1 to establish a workable food security system in the country. 
He said that NFPCSP has specific objectives and all the objectives should be implemented 
for food security especially for the poor. He added that food security would need to be 
achieved in line with the PRSP. Therefore the capacity of the government machinery must 
be enhanced and skills also need to be expanded to the civil society, he added. He said that 
improved research would need to be conducted with different organizations. He also 
mentioned that a bench mark survey on food security literature and an evaluation of the 
research institutions have been completed by NFPCSP.  
 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) of the NFPCSP highlighted the objectives of 
the workshop within the framework of the NFPCSP commitment to support policy makers in 
the fight against food insecurity through one of its core objectives of promoting food security 
related research that can enrich and inform policy. He stated that though there was 
substantial progress of undernourishment in Bangladesh over the last ten years and rice 
production had increased, food security had not been achieved. He added that the National 
Food Policy Plan of Action had focused among others on the food security of the vulnerable 
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groups especially children and women. He mentioned that dialogue was in progress with 
government and the civil society for a common understanding and better information of 
scientific knowledge as they could collectively ensure food security. He also cited some of 
the major activities being conducted by NFPCSP on various issues of food security.  
 
Mr. Carey Gordon, USAID Deputy Mission Director said that food security research initiative 
undertaken by NFPCSP was timely and important given that the cyclone SIDR had recently 
struck Bangladesh. Bangladesh has since independence developed and implemented a 
wide range of food and agriculture policies and programmes to address issues of food 
availability, access, utilization and nutrition. USAID has been actively engaged in the 
development of Bangladesh’s food and agriculture sector for the past 35 years. Currently 
USAID along with EC is jointly engaged in improving food security policy framework in 
Bangladesh. This is being done through support for enhanced capacity within the 
Government of Bangladesh, coordination of government agencies concerned with food 
issues, and improved research and increased civil society dialogue. The research 
component of NFPCSP has as its objective to increase civil society’s involvement in 
research on food policy and food security issues. He stressed that sustained policy 
advancement is not possible without in-house research capacity. He was confident that the 
workshop would facilitate better understanding of a variety of food security research themes 
and hopefully inform the professionals from the GoB, research centres, universities, civil 
society organizations and NGOs on food security issues and concerns that need to be 
addressed both at policy and operational levels. He said that USAID is honored to work 
together with the Government of Bangladesh, the FAO and the European Commission in the 
implementation of this Programme. See Annex 4 for full text. 
 
H.E. Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head, European Delegation in Bangladesh said 
that food security, translated into the Millennium Development Goal 1, is among the most 
challenging issues since it is a human right (as foreseen in the Universal Declaration) which 
remains far from being granted to each and everyone (Annex 5). The European Union, 
through its Member States and the European Commission, has a long experience of fighting 
food insecurity. Since the beginning of its partnership with Bangladesh, EC has been an 
active partner by the side of the Government and Civil Society. He said, “We do so because 
we believe that both have their respective roles and comparative advantages, but also 
because they are interdependent and therefore need each other”.  
 
This workshop is one of the many means by which the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme is fostering dialogue and collaboration within and between the 
Government and the Civil Society. It is a platform for the Government and Civil Society to 
build up a strategy and work together.  It is only by embedding policies in sound and clear 
analysis, based on relevant research, that Bangladesh will be able to reinforce an enabling 
environment for sustainable food security, he added.  
 
Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh pointed out (full text in Annex 6) that in 
Bangladesh the agriculture sector is the single largest contributor to the economy and also 
accounts for the single largest employment. In the background of a growing population, 
Bangladeshi is losing agricultural land at a rate of about 1% per annum, because of 
alternative uses, including industries, housing and roads and highways and also because of 
erosion. Introduction of high value crops and their popularity to the farmers on economic 
consideration is also taking land from traditional grain production. 
 
 In view of the ongoing concerns about the country’s food supply situation following the 
floods and the cyclone, a Crop and Food Supply Assessment would be helpful in assessing 
more precisely the damage and loss in order to develop adequate short term assistance 
strategies. Longer term rehabilitation of the agriculture and livestock sectors would also 
benefit from the information provided by such a study. Given its comparative advantage in 
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this type of assessment, FAO would be happy to provide technical assistance to the GoB on 
this. Such an exercise would not only enable the GoB to assess the country’s short term 
needs following this year’s natural calamities, it would also help in the long term planning for 
the country by identifying agricultural areas whose potential may be developed on the one 
hand, and more vulnerable ones which would need assistance on the other.  
 
At present the post cyclone damage is being assessed by the Government and various 
partners, and that rehabilitation tasks ahead are enormous. FAO is in the process of 
developing a long term recovery programme in collaboration with the GoB and 
developmental partners.  
 
The Chair of the inaugural session Mr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, at the outset shared 
sympathies with the meeting at the loss of lives following the cyclone and the survivors 
devastated with the impacts. He expressed his pleasure with the outputs on food security 
related research under the NFPCSP and expected that it will bring more familiarity with food 
security literature, on-going food security research and the way food security research can 
be managed in future. He believed that the research projects will be completed in a timely 
manner and the completed research projects will provide important feedback that can serve 
as a good basis for taking sound and rational policy and plan for better food security 
management in Bangladesh. He added that the research tools such as the Benchmark 
Survey and the Research Needs Digest and the awarded research and identified research 
institutions together can act as a force to strengthen and sustain food security research in 
Bangladesh. FPMU can become a more efficient platform in providing feedback on food 
security issues to the government of Bangladesh, he asserted. The full text of the speech is 
given in Annex 7.   
 
 
 
3. Session II: Technical Session  
 
 
The technical session was chaired by Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, Rome.  
 
The session involved the presentation and discussion of the contents and findings of two 
analytical documents prepared by FAO in support to the NFPCSP Research Grant Initiative, 
namely: the Benchmark Survey on Food Security Literature in Bangladesh (BMS), by Prof. 
Mohan Rao, Adviser to FAO and Professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts, 
USA, and An Evaluation of Research Institutions in Bangladesh, by Prof. Stanley R. 
Johnson, FAO Consultant and Former Provost, University of Iowa. As an introduction to the 
following sessions of the workshop, the NFPCSP Research Grant Administrator, Mr. Nur A. 
Khondaker, summarized the process and results of the selection of research proposals and 
provided highlights on future activities of the Research Grant Initiative. 
 
 
3.1 Findings of the Benchmark Survey (BMS) on Food Security Literature in 
Bangladesh by Prof. Mohan Rao 
 
Prof. Rao presented an overview of the BMS. Referring to the scope of the survey and 
review work, he underlined the comprehensiveness of the bibliographical compendium, 
which altogether included 1441 national and international contributions focused on 
Bangladesh or specific policy issues relevant to Bangladesh. Regarding the thematic 
coverage, he clarified that the BMS was primarily designed with a view to documenting all 
dimensions of food security (availability, physical, social and economic access, nutrition and 
utilization of food, as well as the cross-cutting dimensions, namely, governance and 
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institutions, infrastructure, environment, women and disadvantaged groups from a broad 
perspective. As regards the scope of the review work, he explained that the BMS focuses on 
a select of 123 contributions closely linked to the “priority research clusters” identified in the 
RND under each FS dimension. For this set of contributions, the BMS highlights major policy 
conclusions and perspectives, distils comparative experiences and lessons learned, and 
summarizes methodological approaches that could be potentially used by Bangladesh 
research community.  He also highlighted various methodological limitations of the work. In 
particular, he drew the attention to the fact that the bibliography was not exhaustive, and that 
the priority research clusters identified in the RND were also unequally covered in the 
literature. He remarked that the selection and review of the 123 literature items had primarily 
drawn upon abstracts and/or quick reviews by the author and that most of the items 
reviewed were quite recent, with therefore limited reference to past perspectives on food 
security.  
 
To illustrate the contents of the BMS, he then presented a sample of key findings and 
conclusions emerging from the literature under each FS dimension. For instance, adoption of 
HYV technologies has been key to Bangladesh agricultural performance in the 1990s; 
factors currently limiting diversification prospects are mainly resource rigidities, labour 
surplus, high relative costs of rice, irrigation costs; persisting uncertainty regarding the 
effectiveness of safety nets in tackling extreme poverty; primary cause for Monga is not a 
matter of food availability but of economic access, with the main conclusion that the solution 
to the Monga problem is to shift away from agriculture and diversify (physical and social 
access); landlessness is a major cause of impoverishment and rural-urban migration 
(economic access); fortification strategies are not the panacea for tackling micro-nutrient 
deficiencies and seasonality has a significant impact on nutritional outcomes 
(nutrition/utilization of food); political barriers at union-level are major factors of exclusion 
from political participation, affecting economic access of the poor and highlighting the need 
for public alliances (governance and institutions); lower than desired investment level in 
agricultural research impedes judicial use of land and fertilizers, which has important 
environmental impacts; there is a need for mainstreaming adaptive responses to climate 
changes in policy frameworks (environment); more emphasis is needed for research on 
women and the disadvantaged groups.   
 
Finally, Prof. Rao acknowledged that there was room for improving the scale, scope and 
depth of the BMS and welcomed suggestions from the audience. 
 
The audience generally welcomed the BMS. In the spirit of the RND, the presentation of the 
BMS, especially the sample of key findings, triggered lively reactions as well as additional 
suggestions regarding priority research needs. As regards food availability and access 
issues, it was recommended to further reflect on the increasing stress facing the supply 
chain for essential commodities, to analyze income elasticities of foodgrain among poor 
consumers in relation to the price environment, impacts of the use of crop land for biofuel 
(industry) rather than for human consumption, to further analyze the factors of rural-urban 
migration, as well as to undertake a thorough assessment of the range of seeds available in 
the country and needs for seed development. Regarding food security among disadvantaged 
groups, participants pointed to the need for analyzing food security among tribal 
communities. It was also suggested to include ecological and disaster-related vulnerabilities 
as a key domain for research on food security. It was suggested that the environment –food 
security nexus was an important area for further investigation.  
 
Regarding queries on the linkages between food security and rural-urban migration, the 
consultant acknowledged the need for a more in-depth analysis of the cost and benefits of 
rural and urban options for food security. In this regard, the Chair also commented that the 
latest World Development Report provides evidence that reduction in rural poverty accounts 
for 99% of poverty reduction performance in the last 20 years. It was also clarified that the 
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literature had not yet investigated correlations between modern agricultural technology 
adoption and rural-urban migration. The discussion also further underscored the 
diversification of sources of livelihoods and entitlements (in line with Amartya Sen) as key to 
the eradication of Monga. The reported finding that labour surplus is an impediment to 
agricultural diversification was also challenged in light of the fact that Bangladesh is 
experiencing labour shortages during peak seasons, which makes a case for increased 
reliance on mechanization. Prof. Rao qualified that while there might be seasonal shortages, 
Bangladesh can still be considered as a labour surplus country.   
 
Finally, there were a few comments regarding BMS methodology and dissemination 
strategy. In this regard, the consultant clarified that the selection process was subject to tight 
time constraints and that there is certainly scope for improvement. Finally, it was informed 
that the BMS would shortly be posted on the project website to allow for a broader outreach. 
 
 
3.2 Results of the Evaluation of Research Institutions in Bangladesh by Prof. 
Stanley R. Johnson 
 
Prof. Stan Johnson presented the preliminary findings on the evaluation of selected research 
institutions in Bangladesh. He recalled that the purpose of the evaluation was to gauge the 
capacity of selected national institutions to conduct and manage high quality research on 
food security and possibly taking some leadership over NFPCSP Program Funded long term 
research (PR). In this regard, it was clarified that the evaluation was conducted, almost in all 
cases with the directors, from the viewpoint of the specific needs of the NFPCSP 
programme, with a view to providing some guidance on possible options for the 
management of the research component. It was also noted that the assessment was still 
“work in progress”.  
 
Prof. Johnson recalled the scope (18 institutions) and methodology of the evaluation (survey 
based on face to face interviews on institutions’ management and research staff facilitated 
by NFPCSP TAT advisors, follow-up questionnaires, emails and calls, webpages as well as 
other sources of information). He then provided an overview of the major findings of the 
evaluation, highlighting the relative heterogeneity of surveyed institutions in terms of 
research priorities, staffing and management structures, publication records and modalities, 
budgets, reliance upon in-house expertise viz external consultants, and collaboration with 
other institutions within and outside the country.  
 
Regarding research priorities, the consultant pointed to the fact that economic access 
dimensions were an important focus of research across surveyed institutions (12 
institutions), whilst utilization of food and nutrition (4 institutions) and physical and social 
access dimensions (3 institutions) are less represented. Also, agricultural extension is 
getting importance on research agendas, whilst many (9) touch upon various cross-cutting 
issues (environment, governance). Regarding collaborations, he mentioned only few 
collaborations among institutions on joint research projects are recorded.  
 
Looking forward, the consultant made a set of recommendations regarding the possible 
options and strategies for the future management of NFPCSP PR research on food security.  
 
In this regard, Prof Johnson stressed the need for developing consistent food security 
monitoring systems, notably through a better integration of existing national surveys, as an 
important prerequisite to high quality and consistent research. He also underscored 
choosing appropriate agreements and contracts between NFPCSP, donors and selected 
research institutions, and carefully assessing the different merits and caveats of different 
types of arrangements.  
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Regarding the promotion of leadership among national institutions, he recommended to tie-
up institutions to the contracts, improve the use of national surveys and institutional 
capacities to work with large data sets, strengthen interactions between researchers and 
government, as well as share views/increase consensus on priorities among government 
and donors’ stakeholders. An important recommendation was to provide specific training on 
leadership to candidate institutions. Other recommendations included extending contract 
timeframes - in line with the small size of budgets of many institutions - giving priority to 
those institutions that have in-house expertise over those relying mainly on external 
consultants, ensuring institutions involved bring value-added to the research projects and 
vice versa. 
 
Generally, there was a limited feedback from the audience, possibly due to the absence of 
the directors of institutions surveyed among participants, but also because the purpose of 
the evaluation work, largely tailored to the specific needs of the NFPCSP and entailed 
relevance to a long term view of managing research.  
  
Some comments were however made regarding the methodology for the evaluation. In this 
regard, it was clarified that the evaluation involved a careful assessment of the quality of the 
research conducted by surveyed institutions including, reviewing selected publications over 
the last two years, and scrutinizing research staff publication records. 
 
 
3.3. Introducing the Research Grant Awardees and Future Activities by Nur A. 
Khondaker 
 
Mr. Nur Khondaker, Research Grants Administrator (RGA) recalled the key principles 
followed by the NFPCSP project for awarding the grants and summarized the key features 
and steps of the selection process (administrative screening, joint scoring by TAT national 
and international advisors, and submission of scores to the RGP for final selection). He 
presented the outcomes of the selection process of the winning PR (8) and CF (14) 
proposals. In this regard, he clarified that the non-eligibility of many research proposals was 
due to the non-compliance with various basic format and administrative requirements 
(budget, rules of collaboration with other institutions, etc) as specified in detail in the 
Guidelines.  
 
The RGA then introduced the winning institutions and related research projects under 
NFPCSP PR and CF facilities, along with a breakdown by major type of institutions, which 
highlighted the predominance of universities and research institutes.  
 
He then turned the thematic coverage of the winning proposals, underlining that all FS 
dimensions of food security were addressed by one or more research projects. He briefed 
the audience on the key elements of the research monitoring system, notably regarding the 
role of NFPCSP teams of national and international experts in this process.  
 
Finally, he mentioned that the NFPCSP will support further discussion and dialogue on 
research intermediate findings and their implications for the implementation/monitoring of the 
NFP PoA, and that a next call for research proposals was planned for the beginning of 2008.  
 
 
Discussion and comments 
 
The presentation triggered a range of queries regarding NFPCSP process and rules for 
selecting proposals. Regarding compliance with format and other non-substantive 
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administrative criteria, it was suggested that the project could be more flexible. Regarding 
the thematic coverage of winning proposals, participants wondered about absence of various 
important projects and/or thematic areas (e.g. physical and social access, livestock, plant 
pathology, soil and water in agriculture, nutritional standards, food composition tables, 
anthropometric assessments, post-harvest losses and availability, food quality and safety, 
land grabbing). As regards the selection process, it was also suggested to better inform 
potential bidders about priority topics and the number of proposals to be finally selected.  
 
In this regard, both the RGA and the Chair clarified that guidelines and criteria have been 
established based on a thorough and lengthy process of consultations and that proposals on 
food security specific themes were accepted/rejected based on a common set of technical 
criteria, a process which necessarily involves some trade-offs between the technical quality 
and thematic diversity of the selection. Besides, it was pointed out that administrative criteria 
also matters in a highly competitive process, reflecting on bidders’ research capacities. At 
this point, the NFPCSP Chief Technical Advisor commented that, given resource constraints, 
the research grant initiative cannot reasonably address all food security relevant research 
topics. In this regard, he recalled that only socio-economic research can be financed (as 
specified in the Guidelines), for instance, that a research proposal on “plant pathology” as 
such could not be supported but a research on the socio-economic impacts of plant illnesses 
could.  
 
Regarding the possibility of improving the process, the CTA cautioned that, whilst the 
Guidelines are quite complex, amending them will take a long time and might generate more 
confusion, although the selection process may be streamlined with respect to the number of 
topics covered. 
 
 
3.4. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Chair commended the BMS and the Evaluation of Research Institutions for their 
contribution to NFPCSP-supported research and analytical activities. He stressed the 
importance of the BMS, as a key analytical complement to the Research Needs Digest 
which was prepared in March this year, recalling that the production of the Digest involved 
an extensive consultative process among government and civil society stakeholders in 
identifying priority needs for research on food security in Bangladesh. He also expressed his 
confidence that the outputs of the NFPCSP research initiative will generate fruitful debate 
and discussion within the government and between the government and the civil society. 
 
 
 
4. Summary of discussions from technical sessions 
 
 
4.1. Research Area: Economic, Physical and Social Access to Food   
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Mahbub Hossain, Executive Director, BRAC and co-chaired 
by Mr Nikhil R. Roy, Research Director, FPMU. 
 
NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food security dimension of Economic, Physical and 
Social Access to Food were presented in this technical session. A total of seven 
presentations was made. These are as follows.  
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4.1.1 Re-emergence of food insecurity in Bangladesh? Instability in food production 
and prices, nature of food markets, impact and policy by Dr. Khan A.S. Murshid, BIDS 
 
The question as to how the linkage would be made between the market and household 
analysis was asked. Indeed, both the macro and micro aspects will be covered and in 
particular what the micro implications of the macro changes are. For this, the BBS 
Household Expenditure Surveys will be used for cross sectional data as well as other 
sources of data.  
 
In response to the presenter’s doubts as to what the second commodity that would be 
analyzed in their model would be, it was suggested that livestock may be a good option.  
 
The presenter felt that the international current market developments called for revisiting 
liberalization for Bangladesh. This was challenged by one of workshop participants which did 
not see what in the current conjuncture could justify this way of thinking. The response was 
that neoclassical assumptions may no longer be justified as an appropriate assumption to 
make because world food markets are changing in ways they have not changed before. It 
may not be wise any longer to assume integration is good for small economies.  
 
On the issue of markets, one participant observed that commodity markets in Bangladesh 
are reaching efficiency due to introduction of certain technologies (e.g. phones) which 
means information is reaching everyone, even in the most remote areas.  
 
On what the originality of the research of the study would be, given BIDS’ record in carrying 
this type of studies, the answer was that that only part of this work has been done, the part 
on market integration was done 15 years ago. There are no studies on the production 
aspect.  
 
 
4.1.2. Impact of paid employment and self employment on income and prospects of 
food security by Dr. Rushidan Islam Rahman, BIDS 
 
It was pointed out that the word household should be introduced in the title as the focus of 
this research will be on households rather than at macro level.  
 
On the advice that Focus Group Discussions should be used, it was pointed out that this 
methodology can only provide good quality and reliable information if there is scope for 
enough discussion. However, for this research, there may not be enough time.  
 
One participant asked how household food security would be measured and made a number 
of suggestions: number of days worked, number of males workers in household, 
anthropometric measures, etc. All these will be included in the research, the researcher 
assured.  
 
It was pointed out that with just one year’s data, it would be difficult to look at the impact of 
paid employment. Someone suggested using existing models developed for countries with 
comparable socio economic factors and adapting them to the case of Bangladesh. It was 
acknowledged that lessons could be drawn from other studies on Asian countries, but that 
using existing models would prove more difficult.  
 
The working assumptions regarding differential impact of paid employment and self 
employment on income and food security outcomes were asked about. It is assumed that 
the number of days worked is positively linked to food security. 
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On whether the study is planning to calculate new estimates of income or expenditure 
elasticities of the demand for calorie, nutrient  intake etc., the researcher mentioned that this 
would be considered as a possible outcome of the analysis.  
 
 
4.1.3. Price stabilization, market integration and consumer welfare in Bangladesh by 
Dr. Naeem Chowdhury, Bangladesh Rice Foundation 
 
One participant enquired as to whether it would be assumed that stability is a function of 
households’ welfare and how household welfare was measured on every segment? The 
approach to be adopted is to take per capita calorie intake as the measure.  
 
On how the study proposed to ensure that the poor would not be excluded, it was explained 
that the locus of food security in Bangladesh must increasingly be solved in well defined 
agroecological niches. WFP talks of five such zones: this includes Monga areas, coastal 
areas, etc. The nature of this research is such that the zones exposed to vulnerability will be 
over sampled.  
 
Possibilities for cross fertilization between research topics - especially on the market 
integration theme - were pointed out and it was suggested that detailed discussion is 
necessary to resolve this issue. 
 
Again, the value addition from this study given the existence of previous studies on market 
integration was questioned. The researcher felt that this study could contribute in two ways: 
by testing whether wages are responsive to changes in price, and by seeing whether the 
quality of integration is any better than was the case 15 years ago. 
 
 
4.1.4. Community participation, local power structure and effective safety net 
management in the vulnerable char lands of Bangladesh by Dr. M. Maniruzzaman, 
Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship.  
 
It was asked whether the endemic goiter problem encountered in the chars would be taken 
into account as part of the study. It was replied that this study is not a technical one and that 
the main concern is not on micronutrients. The only reason for having focused on this area is 
its high degree of vulnerability.  
 
One participant observed that while this study wants to compare two types of safety nets -
with and without community participation, it is unclear as to which of these is the control and 
which is the experiment. It seems they are proposing a full evaluation of the safety nets 
whereas all we want to know is whether participation is making a difference. The answer to 
this query was that the study design is not an experimental one: it is participatory against 
non participatory villages with no control group included. In reality, this study will include an 
assessment of community perceptions to find out how people foresee how a participatory set 
up operates and whether it would work. Another point on the methodology was made as to 
what the indicator of success would be in the comparison of villages since the selected 
villages for the study exhibit different characteristics.  
 
On how leakage would be identified, the study is planning to interview households and find 
out from these interviews. Existing secondary studies will also be used.  
 
It was also pointed out that the type of organizations they would be talking to would include 
village level organizations and collaboration with these organizations may even be 
considered. Apart from local government, there may be other power structures governing 
poor people’s lives. However, this study intends to concentrate on Union Parishads. 
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4.1.5. Food security for the poor: exploring policy options under alternative price 
regimes by Dr. Rushad Faridi, Economic Research Group 
 
The feasibility of this study would depend mainly on what the available data is. A clarification 
had to be made as some had understood that some partial equilibrium modeling would take 
place and incorporated to a micro model which would then serve to carry out simulations to 
identify reactions under different policy regimes. However, because theoretical  models 
already exist in the literature, this part would not have to be repeated, leaving more time for 
the rest of the analysis.  
 
The definition of food security used in the presentation (a World Bank definition) was 
criticized for its limited scope and it was felt that more recent and wide ranging definitions 
should be used, for example to include the utilization and safety aspects. 
  
One participant spoke about structural changes experienced in Boro production in the last 
years as well as in crop patterns (switch to high risk). Would the study be looking at such 
issues and how these factors affect households? The answer was that the limited scope of 
the study would not allow such analysis and that although these issues are very important, 
the model would probably not capture them.  
 
Following a query from the audience, it was clarified that the ‘poor’ referred to in the title of 
the research would be those defined using the poverty head count.  
 
 
4.1.6. Development of tilapia marketing systems in Bangladesh: potential for food 
supply by Dr. Nesar Ahmed, Bangladesh Agricultural University 
 
It was mentioned that security issues associated with tilapia infection by E.coli had not been 
mentioned as part of the study. However, the researcher felt that if quality fish was 
produced, then there would be no health problems associated with this fish and there was no 
reason to study this aspect. 
 
It was pointed out that the study was very relevant and good for policy. However, there was 
need to know how the tilapia market will be developed. The response was that the study will   
focus on removing market inefficiencies.  
 
On the question as to why the study needs to be specific to tilapia and why not just look at 
fish marketing, the researcher answered that different fish mean different marketing 
systems.  Hence there was need to focus on one particular type of fish. The tilapia market is 
not well developed and given the future potential there is need to develop it.  
 
One participant felt the scope of this study was too ambitious compared to the resources 
allocated and that the proposed research did not seem feasible given the time and financial 
constraints. A narrower focus was suggested to reduce the scope of the study.  
 
The fact that a person not involved in production could have any propositions to make on the 
production process of tilapia was criticized and qualified as fallacy. However, the researcher 
defended himself by explaining that his role would be to provide recommendations which the 
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock could then extend to extension workers for application. 
 
Suggestions to enrich the study by adding parameters such as the use of formalin in food 
chain or nutritional aspects of tilapia production were also made.  
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4.1.7. Spectre problems of food distribution systems and impact on household food 
security status in two southern islands of Bangladesh by Dr. Noor Md. Rahmatullah, 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 
 
On what categories of households would be used, the researcher explained that the 
categories already defined and used in the BBS Agricultural Census (for example the 
landless) would be the ones to be applied. One participant, however, felt that these 
categories would not be the most appropriate but that rather, the research should focus on 
those that benefited from public food distribution.  
 
The study sample size must be based on good judgment. It should be correlated to the size 
of the population in the study areas. In both cases, the sample size should be justified. In 
response, the researcher mentioned that the sample size was determined according to the 
standard PPS (probability proportionate to population size). 
 
It was suggested that the hypotheses proposed in the proposal were not in harmony with the 
questions and that some rewriting may be necessary. 
 
 
4.1.7. Concluding remarks  from the Chair 
 
The presentations were followed by a few remarks from the Co-chair. He said, all the main 
topics of food security being covered through these research are those being undertaken as 
part of the NFPCSP research programme. He also emphasized the importance of water 
management for Bangladesh. He reminded that malnutrition is not just a matter of rural 
areas, 80% of people, even among the richer section, do not know what a balanced diet is. 
He spoke about the rising issues of food safety including the one of use of insecticides in 
ponds. In listing these problems, he pointed out that although 20 subjects are covered under 
NFPCSP, food security in Bangladesh is associated with a host of other problems. He 
concluded by thanking the researchers for their efforts and felt that the results of their 
research would help improve consumer welfare and food security at large.  
 
Finally, the Chair concluded by reminding how the country is currently going through a real 
food security scare. Issues of rising prices, access and availability of food exist. The 
research themes presented are thus timely. The popular perception of the existence of 
syndicates which would explain all existing problems, will be enlightened by some of the 
research. He felt that given the limited funds that have been allocated, researchers make 
their research focused to ensure that they arrive at results that will be useful. 
 
 
4.2. Research Area: Production and Availability of Food   
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Ciro Fiorillo, CTA, NFPCSP and Mr. Abdur Rahman, 
Research Director, Early Warning (EW), FPMU. 
 
This technical session covered the presentations on NFPCSP-funded research projects in 
the food security dimension of Production and Availability of Food. A total of four 
presentations were made. These are as follows. 
 
 
4.2.1. Changing land use patterns and their impact on food security for farm 
households in Bangladesh by Dr. M. Serajul Islam, Bureau of Socioeconomic 
Research and Training, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 
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Professor Islam briefly highlighted the statement of the problem, relevance of the work and 
its potential use for food security policy in Bangladesh, specific objectives and methodology. 
Finally, he presented the progress of the research project so far made. After the 
presentation, participants showed interest and raised questions and queries. Most of the 
questions were related to methodological issues. One question was why no sample was 
taken from char land and intensive irrigated areas in addition to intensive growing areas. 
Another query was regarding the loose use of the term poverty. It was told that in 
Bangladesh poverty is massive and so it is not “poverty to some extent”. Another query was 
the fact that the study sample did not reflect the eco-system and therefore, should  be 
considered in the selection of sample. Question was also raised regarding the use of primary 
data alone. The questioner suggested that for the kind of objectives addressed in the study 
one should make use of secondary data as well. One participant raised the issue as to why 
different classification is proposed by the researcher for sample selection where established 
classification like Rabi, Kharif-1 and Kharif-2  already exists. Question to the researcher on 
the same issue was raised by another participant. 
 
The presenter noted all the question/queries and explained the issues one after one. Some 
suggestions were also well taken by the researcher which he said he would consider for 
making improvement. 
 
 
4.2.2. Study of the implementation status and effectiveness of new agricultural 
extension policy for technology adoption by Dr. Zahurul Karim, Centre for 
Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship 
 
Dr. Karim focused the importance of national agricultural extension system and highlighted 
its justification in terms of its usefulness in being more effective i.e., responsive, demand-led, 
participatory and resource sharing, so effective technology transfer and adoption of 
technology can take place. He mentioned that the  project would seek to answer questions 
relating to awareness and understanding of the extension services providers, levels of 
technology adoption and the NAEP (National Agricultural Extension Policy) practice, status 
of collaborating, planning and implementation of extension activities by the providers, effect 
of NAEP in improving research-extension-farmer linkages, and major successes and 
weaknesses of the NAEP. He then explained methodologies to be followed and mentioned 
some testable hypotheses. 
 
A good number of participants showed interest to ask questions and queries, but due to time 
constraints, only six participants were entertained. One question was regarding the 
complexity of the top-down as well as bottom-up implementation mechanism. The issue was 
that top-down extension approach was never advocated and policy makers in all forums 
talked about the bottom-up extension approach, and the NAEP emerged to replace the top-
down extension. One participant wondered about the research design. Another participant 
also reiterated the same issue raised by the former and expressed caution saying that 
unless there is a design it is very difficult to study the policy impact and complete the project. 
The next question raised was on how to isolate the impact of NAEP particularly when with-
without or pre-NAEP and post-NAEP scenario are not available. Another question was 
regarding the possible way to change the distribution system of fertilizers. The last question 
was on the use versus non-use of farm machines. That is: why had farm power related 
technology adoption been very poor in spite of years of NAEP implementation effort?  The 
presenter tried to satisfy the queries in the most plausible way but some queries have not 
been adequately answered which would be taken care of during the process of 
implementation of the project, he said. 
 
 

 
 

13



4.2.3. Input marketing and management system in relation to food security in coastal 
region of Bangladesh by Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Planning and Evaluation Division, 
BARI 
 
Dr Alam first presented the fertilizer context in Bangladesh and justified the conduct of newer 
research in selected places like the coastal areas. The key questions, hypotheses, 
methodology and expected outcome were clearly presented. Then the progress of the 
project made so far was explained. 
 
Fertilizer being a very hotly debated issue, many participants were interested to raise 
questions and queries. But due to time constraint, it was possible to entertain only seven 
participants. The first question seeking clarification was: how can natural calamities affect 
the delivery of fertilizer inputs in selected coastal areas? Queries that arose thereafter were: 
about the types of fertilizer inputs used in the coastal areas as cropping pattern there is 
different from that in the main land; about the areas selected for the study, and about who 
needs fertilizer in the selected areas. The next question was about the purpose of 
considering old versus new marketing system when the presented methodology says 
nothing about the rationality of such incorporation. Another issue was on the selection of 
district from the selected coastal areas. The last question was about the use of time series 
data and its possible consequence on the result. Particularly, the question asked was if the 
issue of autocorrelation is anticipated and if yes, what remedial measures would be taken.  
 
Dr. Alam addressed all questions and queries. He said, he would take the suggestions and 
comments to improve the design of the project. 
 
 
4.2.4. Effects of using chemicals and hormones for cultivation and marketing of 
vegetables and banana by Dr. Sekendar Ali, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 
 
Dr. Ali presented the statement of the problem, the key questions, and relevance of the 
project, testable hypotheses, methodologies and progress made so far. 
  
Questions raised were: what type of vegetables will be considered in the study as it is not 
defined? Suggestion for including Brinjal (egg plant) was put forward as it is one of the 
intensively sprayed vegetable. Similarly, effect of which particular pesticide will be studied 
was not clear. Question was also raised as to how the identification of chemicals will be 
assured. Some expressed concern about the value addition of this research when the DAE 
and Plant Protection Department have plenty of evidences on the effect of chemicals on 
different vegetables. Questions were also raised as to which parameters will be analyzed 
and what standard materials will be used in order to detect the effect and whether separate 
experiments will be needed to be set up for doing these. Whether calcium carbide used for 
banana ripening will also be included? Finally, there was a question as to why undertaking a 
consumer survey is justified when the analysis can be done using the affected food. 
 
The presenter clarified the queries raised by the participants. Suggestions were well taken 
and the researchers would see if these could be considered to make a well designed study. 
 
 
4.2.5. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Co-chair highlighted the importance of the research studies in improving production and 
availability of safe foods in the country. The Chair of the session thanked the researchers for 
presenting their papers and the participants for taking active interest in raising questions and 
putting valuable suggestions for the improvement of the proposed research projects. 
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4.3. Research Area:  Utilization of Safe Food/Nutrition  
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Biplab K. Nandi, Senior Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP), Bangkok and co-chaired by: Mr. A. Khaleque, 
Research Director, Food Security, Consumption and Nutrition Analysis, FPMU. 
 
NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food security dimension of Utilization of Safe 
Food/Nutrition were covered in this technical session. A total of four presentations were 
made.  
 
 
4.3.1. Institutionalization of healthy street food system in Bangladesh: A pilot study 
with three Wards of Dhaka City Corporation as a model by Dr. Hossain Uddin 
Shekhar, Dhaka University 
 
Dr. Shekhar gave a description of how they would proceed with the project activities in 
making a pilot study with 3 wards of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) as a model for healthy 
street food vending system in the country. Three wards of DCC will be purposively selected, 
representing rich, middle class and slum dwellers respectively. The socio economic status of 
the street food vendors would be investigated. Since institutionalization of the street food 
system ensuring proper regulation and quality control is a multidimensional effort, a 9-
member Task Force will be formed with representatives of the major stakeholders like the 
IPH (Institute of Public Health, MoHFW), DMP (Dhaka Metropolitan Police), Microbiology 
and ISRT (Institute of Statistical Research and Training) of Dhaka University, Street Food 
Vendors Association, NGOs and media and the Consumers Association of Bangladesh 
(CAB). CAB would take the leading role. The Task Force would oversee all activities of the 
project and give suggestions as appropriate.  
 
Some models of street food shop have been developed in association with experts of BUET 
(Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology). All vendors will have to be 
registered with the DCC, and must wear the specified uniform and use the specified utensils 
and the vending push carts. Successfully implemented, the model will be recommended for 
replication in other Wards of Dhaka city and other city areas of the country. 
 
One major concern to Dr. Shekhar’s paper was on whether the models suggested for the 
vending shops would be too expensive for the poor vendors that would very likely make their 
food items more costly than usual. Another question asked was whether the Institute of 
Nutrition and Food Science (INFS) of Dhaka University, which has been a pioneer institute in 
research on food security, food safety and nutrition, could be included as a member of the 
proposed Task Force. Other questions on this paper were on how many types of street 
foods would be covered in the microbiological testing, whether there would be any 
comparison study of the quality of food products of different companies, whether the street 
food vendors who would be covered in the study for socio-economic status (SES) are mobile 
or fixed, and whether the SES of the consumers would also be investigated.  
 
In reply, Dr. Shekhar asserted that there is little room for compromise between quality and 
price. At this point, the Chair intervened, saying that the authors might prepare a matrix on 
quality of establishment vs. cost of products. Dr. Shekhar informed the audience that they 
would definitely include INFS in the Task Force. He informed that all popular street foods 
including lassi and sarbats will be tested for microbiological quality according to international 
standards. He also said that the SES of the consumers will also be included in the 
questionnaire. 
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4.3.2. Capacity strengthening of rural women in carrying out post harvest activities of 
vegetables and fruits towards food security by Dr. M. Zulfikar Rahman, Bangladesh 
Agricultural University 
 
Dr. Zulfikar, while presenting his research study, emphasized the importance of women’s 
participation in post harvest management of fruits and vegetables in rural Bangladesh, about 
80 percent of the job being done by them. Their contribution to this aspect of food security 
could be more effective if their capacity could have been strengthened through training. For 
this, they would first assess the exact extent of women’s involvement in post harvest 
activities. Then investigation would be made on their need for capacity strengthening 
according to their socio-economic status (SES) through personal interviews, case studies 
and focused group discussion. The constraints the women face in rendering their service 
would be identified. Training modules would be developed accordingly and training would be 
conducted to achieve the expected results. 
 
The major questions and comments to Dr. Zulfikar were: whether the statement that 80 
percent of harvesting is done by the women pertains to crops or also to leafy vegetables and 
fruits like mango and banana; do women have any role in decision making; whether their 
hard work in the household including post harvest management is acknowledged by the 
husbands and other members of the family; and whether all relevant modules will be 
covered during training of women. One participant commented that the extent of nutritional 
knowledge of women on preservation was not in the questionnaire. Another participant 
wanted to know whether the study will also include the children because of their role in the 
household as a significant helping hand.  
 
In response, Dr. Zulfikar appreciated the suggestion that preservation of leafy vegetables 
and mango and banana should be included in the study. He agreed that women’s 
empowerment in decision making is very important and desirable, which would be likely to 
increase when they (women) make some earnings, e.g. through post harvest preservation. 
He added that nutritional knowledge of the women would be duly considered for inclusion in 
the questionnaire. Dr. Zulfikar also agreed that the extent to which women’s hard work in 
household chores as well as post harvest activities is recognized, should also be 
investigated. 
 
 
4.3.3. Problems and possibilities of scaling up production and consumption of safe 
foods by Dr. M. Abdul Momin, Agriculture Research Station, Pabna 
 
This study deals with the big question why the farmers of Bangladesh are bound to use 
chemical pesticides in large quantities, making the food already unsafe for human 
consumption at the production level. The study would also deal with alternative ways and 
means to scale up production and consumption of safe foods. Dr. Momin, presenting his 
research study, mentioned that the research would be conducted on farmers of some 
selected villages in Pabna with the help of study instruments such as focused group 
discussion, individual interviews and consultation with experts. Secondary data from 
literature would also be used. 
 
One major concern raised from the audience was that the methodology of the study was 
rather ‘loose’ and there is enough scope for its improvement. The fundamental issue i.e. 
availability of technology (organic pesticides) has to be addressed in the backdrop of high 
demand compared to supply. Other reactions included: the study could perhaps be better 
conducted in Bogra, rather than in Pabna, given that vegetables are grown more in Bogra 
than in Pabna; Sterile Insect Treatment (SIT) as a means to control insects and flies; 
whether yield would be affected due to use of organic pesticides; lack of knowledge on safe 
food or lack of demand for safe food? 
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Responding to the questions and comments, Dr. Momin mentioned that they would try to 
improve the methodology in light of the suggestions. He said, Bogra is only a pocket area 
and an inconvenient spot for the study to be conducted. Organic pesticides do not affect 
yield, he added. He also iterated that hormones are like SIT even if they are not called SIT. 
He said, people are aware of safe foods, but because they do not have alternatives, they 
consume, often unknowingly, foods contaminated with chemical toxicants. 
 
 
4.3.4. Screening for nutritionally rich and low glycaemic index Bangladeshi rice 
varieties by Dr. M. Zakir Hossain Hawlader, Dhaka University 
 
The purpose of this study is to screen the high yielding, nutritionally rich rice varieties for 
their glycaemic index. The objective is to identify those varieties which have low glycaemic 
index, so these could be recommended for production and consumption, given the 
background of increasing incidence of diabetes mellitus (Type 2) in Bangladesh. Dr. 
Howlader presented the methodology to achieve the objective. The nutritional quality of 
commonly consumed rice varieties would be determined in terms of carbohydrate, fat, 
protein, vitamin and mineral contents. Proximate analysis, in vitro digestibility of protein, and 
vitamin and mineral contents would be determined by standard methods. The glycaemic 
index (the rate at which ingestion of a certain amount of rice raises blood sugar (glucose) 
(higher the rate, higher the glycaemic index) would be determined using healthy volunteers 
aged 20-40 years. 
 
Questions and comments on the presentation centered around the following: Whether the 
hereditary predisposition to diabetes of the volunteers would be screened before inclusion in 
the study; whether the age range of the volunteers and their male:female ratio could be 
narrowed down; and if hybrid varieties of rice would be included in the study. One participant 
suggested that antinutrient factors like phytate should also be determined. 
 
In reply, Dr. Howlader said, phytate will be included in the study. He, however, argued that 
the age range of 20 to 40 years is the most critical and productive age; still he would see if  
the age range of the volunteers could be narrowed down. Hereditary predisposition among 
the volunteers would be checked, he added. He also agreed that one or two hybrid varieties 
of rice would also be tested if possible. 
 
 
4.3.5. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Co-chair applauded the quality of the research studies presented in the session and 
praised the researchers for their nice presentation. The Chair summarized the main features 
of the studies and expressed the hope that the findings of the studies would contribute 
significantly to better informed policy making in the area of utilization of food for nutrition. He 
thanked all participants for their active participation in the discussion that made the session a 
lively one. He requested the researchers to give due consideration to the suggestions that 
came from the floor while conducting their studies. He then declared the session closed.   
 
 
4.4. Research Area:   Cross Cutting Issues  
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO HQ, Rome and 
co-chaired by Mr. Nikhil R. Roy, Research Director (Policy), FPMU. 
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NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food security dimension of Cross Cutting Issues 
were presented in this session. A total of seven presentations were made. These are as 
follows. 
 
 
4.4.1. Impacts of anthropogenic activities on natural resources and food security in 
the coastal region of Bangladesh by Dr. Md. Giashuddin Miah, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University 
 
When factors other than anthropogenic ones are taking so much more importance – natural 
disasters such as SIDR - can anthropogenic activities still be considered as important? To 
this question, the researcher replied that anthropogenic activities should not be ignored, in 
particular because their effect can be managed, contrary to natural calamities. It was felt by 
one member of the audience that the null hypothesis proposed should be reformulated in a 
more useful way in terms of policy implications. As it is, it proved difficult to draw any policy 
implications. 
 
On the question of how ecological parameters could be linked to socio economic ones, the 
example of some farmers becoming rich through certain anthropogenic activities while 
others are loosing out (for example because of the salinity caused by shrimp farming) was 
given. It was observed that the coastal region of Bangladesh used to be a food surplus area 
and no longer iis so, even in terms of rice production.  
 
The issue of the need to make a balance between anthropogenic activities that are bad for 
the environment, but also between long and short effects, was pointed out. The researcher 
said, while it may be true that some anthropogenic activities do cause damages to the 
environment, removing the people from the region in question cannot be the solution.   
 
 
4.4.2. Study of the impact of intensive cropping on the long term degradation of 
natural resources in some selected agro ecological regions of Bangladesh by Dr. 
Nepal Chandra Dey, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and 
Entrepreneurship 
 
The issue of the alarmingly low levels of organic matter in the soil was highlighted as well as 
the need to improve water and soil quality. It was suggested that Food for Work may be 
used as a means to deal with the latter issues. The researcher explained that the use of 
organic manure instead of inorganic fertilizers could help in improving the situation. On 
whether any tests would be carried out for pesticide residues, the answer was affirmative 
and this will be done with institutions such as Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agricultre 
(BINA), BARI etc., informed the researcher.  
 
The title of the research was criticized as it was felt that long term degradation could not be 
looked at in the context of an 18-month study. Thus, the title should be rephrased to reflect 
the actual content of the research. The researcher agreed to think about it but pointed out 
that they did have a way to look at long term degradation by comparing the areas under 
study to control areas which have not suffered from degradation. Degradation patterns will 
be studied. 
 
It was felt that the choice of three sites would not be enough to reflect the many different 
types of soil existing in Bangladesh. Also, the types of soil currently covered by the study 
should be specified as well as the criteria for the selection of the areas of study. 
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4.4.3. Transparency and accountability for ensuring food security in Bangladesh: a 
study on field institutions by Dr. Abul Kashem Mozumder, Jahangirnagar University 
 
The importance of the fact that a substantial amount of food is donated free of cost by some 
of the community members was stressed and it was felt that these contributions should also 
be taken into account. These acts of charity are particularly important in number and 
amounts in times of crisis such as after SIDR. It was felt that NGOs should also be 
considered in the survey of field institutions as they also play an important role which also 
needs to be accountable and transparent in their activities. The army was also mentioned as 
an important actor in public distribution of food.   
 
Raising the issue of potential dishonesty of some of the local bodies who sometimes take a 
share of what is supposed to go to the poorest, someone enquired as to how the real picture 
could be obtained just by talking to people. It was pointed out that beneficiaries themselves 
may be unwilling to talk about such irregularities for fear of seeing their share of the benefits 
decreasing in the future.  The researcher pointed out that the aim of this study was to look at 
whether the content of the Food Policy is being implemented. They will talk to civil society 
and beneficiaries to see what is being done. VGD cards are distributed for a limited amount 
of time, so it would be possible to check from the list of card holders whether the 
beneficiaries are the right people. These measures are more objective in nature. 
 
 
4.4.4. Integrated management of coastal zone for food security by Dr. B. K. Bala, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University  
 
In the backdrop of UNDP and other organizations having carried out an integrated coastal 
management study in the past, one participant enquired as to what unique findings were 
expected from this research compared to that extensive study? The researcher did not feel 
that much comparable study had been done so far and made sure he had extensively 
reviewed the literature since 2000.  
 
In response to some reservations about the complication of the model proposed, the 
researcher reassured the audience about his modeling skills and mentioned about his long 
past experience on modeling (he informed the house about the publication of two of his 
books on the subject). Existing software that has been used and tested on other 
environments will be used, he added. 
 
The choice to differentiate between aquaculture and agriculture was questioned. However, 
the researcher felt it important to distinguish between the two and to consider how much 
aquaculture contributes to environmental degradation, because in many areas agriculture 
has been taken over by aquaculture and because this has effects on the environment, 
 
 
4.4.5. Global warming and sea level rising: impact on Bangladesh agriculture and food 
security by Dr. M. A. Halim Khan, Bangladesh Agricultural University  
 
The wide-ranging nature of the title was pointed out and it was recommended that it be 
limited to the items that are actually going to be addressed by the study. The fact that global 
warming is a global issue but that the outputs of this research will be about food security of 
Bangladesh was seen as a potential problem unless information on global warming specific 
to Bangladesh exists. Finding out how this global issue would reverberate on Bangladesh 
was seen by many in the audience as a challenging task. 
 
Several questions over the emissions from various sources to be studied were asked. Would 
they be looking at car emissions, coal emissions, and levels of carbon monoxide or 
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methane? The clarification was made that these measurements would not be made but 
would be taken into consideration. It has indeed been established that levels of carbon 
monoxide are high in Bangladesh and that the temperature has increased. The researchers 
want to see its effect on food security. To a question as to how people would survive under 
such conditions and what policy conclusions could be made, the researcher said, they would 
be looking at what alternative crops could be thought of because rice crops will also suffer 
from global warming. For example, are there rice varieties that can be harvested before the 
cyclone-prone period? 
 
It was pointed out that the Ministry of Environment has begun a programme on global 
warming with sub-sector groups formed to come up with recommendations. It was 
suggested that these recommendations be used in this study. 
 
 
4.4.6. Effects of environmental degradation on food security in the St. Martin’s island 
of Bangladesh by Dr. Mohammed Mostafa Feeroz, Jahangirnagar University 
 
A question regarding the methodology to evaluate environmental degradation to be used 
was raised as well as the reliability of the data on the effects of cyclone. It was explained that 
connections with institutions that may provide access to satellite imagery and other relevant 
data had been established. The researchers were hoping to be able to obtain this type of 
information for the last ten years. It was observed that cyclones rarely affect St Martin’s 
island. 
 
On whether any food production actually takes place in St Martin’s island, it was explained 
that the 9000 inhabitants mainly rely on the main land for food. Thus, the distribution aspect 
of food security is essential and needs to be investigated. Other relevant issues for this 
island are global warming which will manifest itself in the rise of the sea level as well as 
anthropogenic issues due to tourism. While it has been suggested by higher authorities that 
the island should be emptied off its human inhabitants, it was pointed out that this would be 
inappropriate given its potential in tourism.  
 
It was suggested that not just geological aspects be investigated but botanical aspects too. 
Indeed, coral reefs are being used by people. Some results obtained in an investigation 
carried out by BARC in 1984 could be used. 
 
 
4.4.7. Homestead plant biodiversity in the southwestern coastal zone of Bangladesh: 
way forward to identification, utilization and conservation by Dr. Atiq Ullah, 
Jahangirnagar University 
 
The importance of awareness building to ensure biodiversity was stressed. The researcher 
recognized that due to awareness building that has been done so far, a lot had been 
achieved in Bangladesh. However, much more remains to be done, the researcher pointed 
out. 
 
It was suggested that the tile should be modified to ‘selected’ southwestern coastal zone as 
this study does not cover the entire southwest coastal zone of Bangladesh.  
 
One participant spoke about the tremendous increase of homestead plantation with 
domesticated plants, while gradually, wild plants are disappearing. The question was how to 
find out what has been lost – by recall method from old people or from secondary sources. It 
was also mentioned that SIDR will have had an impact on the vegetation as well.  
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The role of biodiversity for food security and nutrition was stressed and it was suggested that 
the nutritive value of plants be identified. However, the speaker felt this was beyond the 
scope of the study and that this was more of a national issue. This study could possibly link 
up with other teams/labs to see how they could contribute in that respect, but it would not be 
possible for them to do this type of work themselves.  
 
The possibility of looking at inequality of homestead size to see its impact on access to 
different types of food was pointed out. The researcher acknowledged the importance of this 
issue but felt that time may be too limited to look into this matter.  
 
Because some of the areas to be studied have been affected by the cyclone, it was 
suggested that an opportunity be taken during the study to investigate risk reduction strategy 
of households: how can/do they protect biodiversity in such events? The researcher, 
however, felt that this was also beyond the scope of the present study because of time 
limitation. 
 
 
5. Session IV: Concluding remarks  
 
 
In his concluding remarks, the Chair Mr. Kostas Stamoulis pointed out that NFPCSP-funded 
research considers food security as a multidimensional issue in line with the National Food 
Policy. He mentioned that this workshop, as one of the main outcomes of the research 
component of the project, was the culmination of a long process and a lot of hard work. It is 
closing in the best way possible. Some people in the audience may not be happy because 
their research proposals were not selected. This is understandable. But this disappointment 
is not 100% founded because a set of guidelines was produced. However, not everyone 
read them properly hence there were rejections on non-technical grounds. But the process 
was fair to everyone. The technical team of RGP was diverse enough to take into account all 
proposals. The entire process was transparent and participatory. This included the definition 
of priorities. However, the NFPCSP also learnt a lot and will make use of lessons learnt in 
the process for the future. 
 
The workshop was extremely well organized, the Chair opined. Although longer time for 
discussion would have been better, it would have been difficult to go beyond two days given 
people’s busy schedules. An amazing amount of cross disciplinarity and cross fertilization 
took place. This is exactly what food security is about, so this means this is a real success 
for the NFPCSP. 
 
In terms of the proposals themselves, this is something new for us. NFPCSP is not just 
trying to award grants to people who usually do research, but also to those who were not 
recognized as having a research capacity. It must be recognized that for these people, the 
entire process is tougher. Their outputs have to be discussed and criticized in front of peers.  
 
Mr. Stamoulis felt that in terms of content, the proposals did very well. The result was a little 
less good in terms of the objectives set by the different proposals: this may be because 
researchers are too enthusiastic and so they have a tendency to go overboard. Others 
tended to remain too general in terms of the objectives. In many instances, some work is 
needed to clarify and refocus the work. Most of the work now needed is on the 
methodologies to be used. More needs to be done to have a coherent change from the 
definition of the problem to what the data that is needed. In general, the researchers were 
eager to specify hypothesis but gave less attention to whether these hypotheses were 
actually testable.   
 

 
 

21



Overpromising proposals reflect ambition. NFPCSP is here to help make re-adjustments, not 
to kill people’s aspirations, the Chair reiterated. So in terms of follow up, it means that there 
will need to be close linkage with the TAT advisors and the specific research teams. . 
NFPCSP is here to help (to the extent that they can, as they are the experts) with each 
researcher’s proposal.. One way to go forward is for the project to organize more focused 
half-day seminars with small groups of researchers with related topics. This could be done in 
the form of TRT teams.  
 
Mr. Stamoulis expressed his delight at the stage reached in this process and thanked 
everyone for participating in the workshop.  
 
The Chair’s remarks were followed by the Co-chair Mr. Nikhil Roy extending his thanks to 
everyone. The CTA Mr. Ciro Fiorillo also thanked all researchers and participants for making 
the workshop a success.  
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Annex 1. Programme of the workshop  
 
Date:     5 and 6 December 2007 (Wednesday and Thursday)      
Venue:   RDEC Bhavan (Level -12), LGED-HQ, Agargaon, Sher-e-Banglanagar, 

Dhaka 1207 
 
 
DAY 1 
 
09 00~09 20 Arrival and Registration 
09 20~09 25 Guests take seats 
 
 
Session I:   Inaugural Session, Chair: Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Secretary-in-charge, 

MoFDM  
 
09 25~ 09 30  Recitation from the Holy Quran   
09 30 ~09 40 Welcome address by Mr. Pranab Chakraborty, Director General, 

FPMU, MoFDM  
09 40~09 50 Workshop Objectives by the Chief Technical Advisor Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, 

NFPCSP, FAO 
09 50~10 00 Address by the Guest of Honour, Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Deputy 

Mission Director, USAID, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
10 00~10 10 Address by the Guest of Honour Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and 

Head of Delegation, Delegation of the European Commission, 
Bangladesh  

10 10~10 20 Address by the Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh  

10 20~10 35  Address by the Chief Guest Mr. Tapan Chowdhury, Adviser, MoFDM  
10 35~10 45 Address by the Chair Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Secretary-in-charge, 

MoFDM 
 
 
10 45 to 11 00:   Tea  

 
 

Session II:   Technical Session, Chair: Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, 
Rome, Italy 

 
11 00~11 20 Findings of Benchmark Survey on Food Security Literature in 

Bangladesh by Prof Mohan Rao, Advisor to FAO and Professor, 
Economics, University of Massachussetts, USA 

11 20~ 11 40 Results of Evaluation of Research Institutions in Bangladesh by Prof. 
Stanley R. Johnson, FAO Consultant and Former Provost, University 
of Iowa, USA. 

11 40 ~12 00  Introducing the Research Grant Awardees and Future Activities by Mr. 
Nur A. Khondaker, Research Grant Administrator, NFPCSP, FAO. 

12 00 ~ 13 00    Discussion 
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13 00~14 00: Lunch and prayer 
 
 
Session III: Research Area:  Economic, Physical and Social Access, Chair: Dr. 

Mahabub Hossain, Executive Director, BRAC 
 
14 00 ~ 14 15   Re-emergence of food insecurity in Bangladesh? Instability in food 

production and prices, nature of food markets, impact and policy by 
Dr. Khan A S Murshid, Policy Resource Programme of Bangladesh 
Institute of Development Studies. 

14 15 ~ 14 30   Impact of paid employment and self employment on income by Dr. 
Rushidan Islam Rahman, Bangladesh Institute of Development 
Studies. 

14 30 ~ 14 45   Price stabilization, market integration and consumer welfare in 
Bangladesh by Dr. Naeem Chowdhury, Bangladesh Rice Foundation. 

14 45 ~15 15     Discussion      
 
 
15 15 ~ 15 35 Tea/Coffee  
 
 
15 35 ~ 15 45 Community participation, local power structure and effective safety net  

management in the vulnerable char lands of Bangladesh by Dr. M.  
Muniruzzaman, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment 
and Entrepreneurship. 

15 45 ~ 15 55   Food security for the poor: exploring policy options under alternative 
price regimes, by Dr. Rushad Faridi, Economic Research Group. 

15 55 ~16 05    Development of tilapia marketing systems in Bangladesh: potential for 
food supply by Dr. Nesar Ahmed, Department of Fisheries 
Management, BAU. 

16 05 ~ 16 15   Spectre problems of food distribution systems and impact on 
household food security status in two southern islands of Bangladesh 
by Mr. Noor Md. Rahmatullah, Department of Agricultural Statistics, 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University. 

16 15 ~16 45    Discussion 
16 45 – 17 00  Concluding Remarks 
 
 
 
DAY 2 
 
 
Session IV:   Research Area: Production and Availability, Chair: Chair: Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, 

CTA, NFPCSP, FAO, Co-chair: Mr. Md. Abdur Rahman, Research Director 
(EW), FPMU 

 
9 00 ~ 9 15    Changing land use patterns and their impact on food security for farm 

households in Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. M. Serajul Islam, Bureau of 
Socio Economic Research and Training, BAU. 

9 15 ~ 9 30    Study of the implementation status and effectiveness of new 
agriculture extension policy for technology adoption by Prof. Dr. 
Zahurul Karim, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment 
and Entrepreneurship. 

 9 30 ~ 10 00    Discussion  
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10 00 ~10 10   Input marketing and management system in relation to food security in 
coastal region of Bangladesh by Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Planning and 
Evaluation Division, BARI. 

10 10  ~ 10 20  Effects of using chemicals and hormones for cultivation and 
marketing of vegetables and banana by Prof. Md. Hossain Bhuiyan, 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University. 

10 20 ~10 50     Discussion 
 
 
10 50 to 11 10:   Tea  

 
 

Session V:   Research Area: Utilization of Safe Food/Nutrition, Chair: Mr. B. K. Nandi, 
Senior Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO-RAP,Thailand, Co-chair: Mr. Md. 
Abdul Khaleque, Research Director (Nutrition), FPMU 

 
11 10 ~ 11 25     Institutionalization of healthy street food system in Bangladesh: a pilot 

model with three wards of City Corporation as a model by Mr. Quazi 
Fazlul Haque, Consumers Association of Bangladesh (CAB). 

11 25 ~ 11 40     Capacity Strengthening of rural women in carrying out post harvest 
activities of vegetables and fruits towards food security by Prof. Dr. 
Zulfikar Rahman,  Department of Agriculture Extension Education, 
BAU. 

11 40 ~ 12 10   Discussion 
12 10 ~12 20 Problems and possibilities of scaling up production and consumption 

of safe foods by Dr M. Abdul Momin, Agriculture Research Station, 
Pabna. 

12 20 ~ 12 30  Screening of nutritionally rich and low glycemic index Bangladeshi rice 
varieties by Dr. Md. Zakir Hossain Howladar, Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, DU. 

12 30 ~   13 00  Discussion 
 
 
13 00~14 00: Lunch and prayer 
 
 
Session VI: Research Area:  Cross Cutting Issues, Chair: Mr.  Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, 

ESAE, FAO, HQ, Rome, Italy, Co-chair: Mr. Nikhil R. Roy, Research Director 
(Policy), FPMU 

 
14 00 ~ 14 15   Impacts of anthropogenic activities on natural resources and food 

security in the coastal region of Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. Md. 
Giashuddin Miah, Department of Agro forestry and Environment, 
BSMRAU. 

14 15 ~14 30 Study of the impact of intensive cropping on the long term degradation 
of natural resources in some selected agro ecological regions of 
Bangladesh by Dr. Nepal Chandra Dey,  Centre for Agriresearch and 
Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship. 

14 30 ~ 14 45 Transparency and accountability for ensuring food security in 
Bangladesh: a study on field institutions by Prof. Dr. Abul Kashem 
Mozumder, Department of Public Administration, Jahangirnagar 
University. 

14 45 ~ 15 00 Integrated management of coastal zone for food security by Prof Dr 
B.K. Bala, Department of Farm Power and Machinery, BAU. 

15 00 ~15 40   Discussion 
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15 40 ~ 16 00 Tea/Coffee  
 
 
16 00 ~ 16 10 Global warming and sea level rising: impact on Bangladesh agriculture 

and food security by Prof. Dr. M.A. Halim Khan, Department of Crop 
Botany, BAU. 

16 10 – 16 20 Effects of environmental degradation on food security in the St. 
Martin’s island of Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. Mohammed Mostafa 
Feeroz, Department of Zoology, Jahangir Nagar University. 

16 20 ~  16 30 Homestead plant biodiversity in the southwestern coastal zone 
of Bangladesh: way forward to identification, utilization and 
conservation by Prof. Dr. Mahfuzur Rahman, Department of Botany, 
Jahangir Nagar University 

16 30 ~ 17 00   Discussion 
17 00 ~ 17 10   Concluding Remarks 
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Annex 3: Welcome address by Mr. Pranab Chakraborty, DG, FPMU, MoFD 
 
 
Hon’ble Chairman of this inaugural session Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Secretary In-charge, 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh 
Guests of Honour, His Excellency Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of  
Delegation of the European Commission in Bangladesh and 
Mr. Carey Gordon, Deputy Mission Director of USAID Bangladesh 
Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Head of ESAE, FAO Headquarters, Rome 
Distinguished research scientists, fellow colleagues from the ministries representative from 
civil society organizations, Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
A very good morning to you all on behalf of the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
 
It gives me great pleasure to extend my hearty welcome in this morning to you all to this 
inaugural session of the 2-day Workshop on “Informed Policy Making for Food Security: 
Research in Support of the National Food Policy” organized by the Food Planning and 
Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management in collaboration with FAO 
of the UN. You know, the new National Food Policy was formulated by the Government of 
Bangladesh in 2006 with the major objective to ensure food security for all, with special 
emphasis on the poor. The Policy is indeed a comprehensive, equitable, pro-poor and 
gender sensitive national policy formulated in line with the Word Food Summit target and the 
Millennium Development Goal, to establish a workable food security system in the country, 
so that a dependable sustained food security can be attained for all people of the country at 
all times. This is also in line with Bangladesh’s poverty reduction strategy as delineated in 
the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). 
 
To effectively implement the Policy, Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) under the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management has undertaken the project National Food Policy 
Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP) with technical assistance of FAO and 
financial support of the European Commission and the USAID. This Programme was 
initiated to enhance national capacity to implement the National Food Policy and its ensuing 
Plan of Action. One important component of the project is designed to expand and deepen 
the capacity within civil society to conduct food security research and to establish stronger 
links between the policy analysts in the GoB and the researchers in civil society and within 
civil society for the elaboration and implementation of the National Food Policy (NFP) and its 
Plan of Action. The specific objective of this component is to improve research and dialogue 
in civil society, private enterprises, universities, research centers, think tanks, NGOs and the 
general public (‘non-state actors’) – in order to inform and enrich the implementation of the 
National Food Policy. 
 
To support this, the programme is promoting socio-economic research on a broad range of 
food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and utilization for 
nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues such as gender, governance, environment and 
infrastructure under its Research Grant Initiative. 
 
Open calls were made open calls for research proposals from academic and research 
institutions and civil society organizations. Following a thorough and rigorous evaluation, 22 
research proposals selected by the Research Grant Panel (RGP) received funding in 
October 2007.  
 
The NFPCSP has also conducted a Benchmark Survey (BMS) covering three decades of 
literature relevant to food security in Bangladesh, which is meant to serve as a reference tool 
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for both researchers and decision-makers in identifying food security research gaps and 
priorities. 
 
This two day workshop has been arranged to present and discuss the above initiatives.  
Specifically, the objectives of the workshop are:  
 
� To present the research projects being undertaken under the Research Grant 
Initiative of the programme.  
� To facilitate dialogue among the researchers and between the researchers and policy 
makers 
� To share findings of the Benchmark Survey (BMS) on Food Security Literature in 
Bangladesh and  
� To discuss the findings of the evaluation of research institutions in Bangladesh in 
view of its finalization. 
 
I thank our Hon’ble Adviser for kindly agreeing to grace and open the workshop as the chief 
guest amidst his very busy schedule, especially under the present emergency relief and 
rehabilitation situation obtaining in the country to mitigate the losses caused by the cyclone 
'Side'. I also thank the Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management for his kind 
presence to chair the inaugural session. Thanks to the FAO Representative, the donors, the 
FAO experts from headquarters and the regional office and all researchers for coming 
together to make this workshop a success. 
 
Let me extend my thanks to FAO and the CTA of NFPCSP for helping us in organizing this 
important workshop. I specially thank the donors for their generous support to this project. I 
like to see that the project has made a significant contribution towards capacity building of 
the government officials through various activities.  
 
I thank all research organizations and the research scientists for taking active part in the 
research initiative of the project. Nearly 600 participants from 229 organizations have been 
invited in this workshop. Your presence here today in large numbers is a true reflection of 
the research zeal that you have. I look forward to see that the research studies being funded 
under this programme will make significant contribution towards better informed policy and 
decision making in effectively implementing the National Food Policy.  
 
I expect all out cooperation from the researchers' arena in our future activities. 
 
I welcome you again and would solicit your active participation. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
 
 
Annex 4: Address Address by Guest of Honour Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Deputy 
Mission Director, USAID/Bangladesh 
 
Honorable Adviser, Mr. Tapan Chowdhury, 
Secretary-in-Charge, Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, 
and other officials of the Government of Bangladesh; 
The Representative of the FAO in Bangladesh, Mr. Ad Spijkers, 
His Excellency, the Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European 
Commission/Bangladesh, Mr. Stefan Frowein, 
Chief Technical Adviser of National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Program in 
Bangladesh, Dr. Ciro Fiorillo, 
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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Good Morning. 
 
It is a great honor for USAID to participate in sponsoring this two-day workshop on policy 
making in food security. This subject is particularly timely and important as a result of 
Cyclone Sidr which struck Bangladesh three weeks ago, and because of the impact the 
cyclone has had on food and agriculture in the areas struck by the storm.  
 
Since independence, the Government of Bangladesh has developed and implemented a 
wide range of food and agricultural policies and programs to address issues of food 
availability, access, utilization and nutrition.  
 
USAID has been actively engaged in the development of Bangladesh’s food and agriculture 
sector during the past 35 years. For example,  
 
• USAID has played a major role in the development of Bangladesh’s agricultural 
research system and institutions higher agricultural education.  
• USAID supported liberalization of the agricultural input industry, such as fertilizer and 
irrigation equipment. 
• USAID has promoted commercial agri-business development, both to meet the 
growing domestic consumer demand for products and for export. 
 
Currently USAID, jointly with the European Commission, is engaged in improving the food 
security policy framework in Bangladesh. This is being done through support for enhanced 
capacity within the Government of Bangladesh, coordination of governmental agencies 
concerned with food issues, improved research, and increased civil society dialogue. The 
research component of the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
(NFPCSP), jointly funded by USAID and the European Commission, has as its objective to 
increase civil society’s involvement in research on food policy and food security issues. The 
benchmark survey on food security research conducted by the NFPCSP serves as reference 
tool for both researchers and policy makers in identifying food security research gaps and 
priorities. 
 
Sustained policy advancement is not possible without in-house research capacity. I am 
extremely happy to learn that 22 food security research proposals selected by the research 
grant panel of NFPCSP received funding. 
 
This workshop which begins today will facilitate better understanding of a variety of important 
food security research themes and hopefully will result in an increased awareness of 
NFPCSP’s support to food security research, and also help improve the formation of food 
policy in this country. 
 
Dialogue and discussion among the researchers and between the researchers and policy 
makers at this workshop will, we hope, be helpful to inform and enrich the implantation of the 
National Food Policy in this country. 
 
This workshop seeks the active participation of all participants regarding your views on 
research directions and methodologies. This will contribute to build a consensus on the set 
of research tools and data to be considered for conducting policy studies under the research 
grant initiative of the NFPCSP, and also help improve the development of public food policy 
implementation.  
 
I am hopeful that this workshop will help inform the professional from the Bangladesh 
Government, research centers, universities, civil society organizations and NGOs on food 
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security issues and concerns that need to be addressed both at policy and operational 
levels.  
 
USAID is honored to work together with the Government of Bangladesh, the FAO and the 
European Commission in the implementation of this program. 
 
Finally, I wish the workshop every success. 
 
 
 
Annex 5: by Guest of Honour H.E. Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head, 
European Delegation in Bangladesh 
 
Honourable Adviser, Mr. Tapan Chowdhury 
Secretary, Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Chairman, 
Guests of honour and Special guest, 
Workshop participants from NGOs and Research Institutes 
Dear colleagues and friends 
Members of the press 
All other participants 
 
Assalamu Allaikum and a very good morning to you all. 
 
It is my pleasure and honour to be invited to this important workshop where Government 
Officials and key representatives and members of the Civil Society and academics are 
meeting to discuss the critical issue of the role of research in food security policy making.  
 
Food security, translated into the Millennium Development Goal 1, is among the most 
challenging issues since it is a human right (as foreseen in the Universal Declaration) which 
remains far from being granted to each and everyone.  
 
The European Union, through its member States and the European Commission, has a long 
experience of fighting food insecurity. Since the beginning of its partnership with 
Bangladesh, EC has been an active partner by the side of the Government and Civil Society. 
 
The EC has chosen to work with the Government and Civil Society. We do so because we 
believe that both have their respective roles and comparative advantages, but also because 
they are interdependent and therefore need each other.  
 
This workshop is one of the many means by which the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme is fostering dialogue and collaboration within and between the 
Government and the Civil Society. It is a platform for the Government and Civil Society to 
build up a strategy and work together.  
 
The large and active participation in the last two workshops is a clear encouragement. We 
do believe that this workshop will also be very successful. It is only by embedding policies in 
sound and clear analysis, based on relevant research, that Bangladesh will be able to 
reinforce an enabling environment for sustainable food security in the country. 
 
We trust that the rigorous process through which research needs were identified and 
research proposals selected will result in high quality outcomes that will enrich the policy 
dialogue amongst all stakeholders, civil society and the Bangladesh people to improve their 
livelihoods and living conditions  
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Dear participants of this workshop: You have certainly a lot of food for thought and 
discussion on your workshop, today and tomorrow. 
 
I wish you all fruitful discussions. Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
Annex 6: Address by Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh 

 
Honourable Adviser, 
Secretary, Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Chairman, 
Guests of honour and special guests, Kostas Stamoulis, Ciro,   
Workshop participants from NGOs and Research Institutes 
Dear colleagues and friends 
Members of the press 
All other participants 
 
I am very pleased to be present in this august gathering of participants of the workshop.  
 
In Bangladesh the agriculture sector is the single largest contributor to the economy and also 
accounts for the single largest employment. In the background of a growing population, 
Bangladeshis loosing agricultural land to the alternative uses, including industries, housing 
and also erosion at a rate of about 1% per annum. Introduction of high value crops and their 
popularity to the farmers on economic consideration is also taking land from traditional grain 
production.  
 
In view of the ongoing concerns about the country’s availability of food supplies following the 
floods and the cyclone, a Crop and Food Supply Assessment would be helpful in assessing 
more precisely the damage and loss in order to develop adequate short term assistance 
strategies. Longer term rehabilitation of the agriculture and livestock sectors would also 
benefit from the information provided by such a study. Given its comparative advantage in 
this type of assessment, FAO would be happy to provide technical assistance to the GOB on 
this.  
 
Such an exercise would not only enable the GOB to assess the country’s short term needs 
following this year’s natural calamities, it would also help in the long term planning for the 
country by identifying agricultural areas whose potential may be developed on the one hand, 
and more vulnerable ones which may need assistance on the other.  
 
It is well acknowledged that agricultural production estimates vary according to the sources 
of information and methodologies used. This occasion could be taken as an opportunity to 
partner up with the relevant ministries involved in the assessment of agricultural outputs – 
the Ministry of Agriculture through DAE and the Ministry of Planning through BBS-and 
strengthen existing systems so as to reach a common methodology.  
 
At present the damage is being assessed by the Government and various partners, and the 
rehabilitation tasks are enormous and a mission arrived yesterday. There is a need for 
agricultural inputs and vegetable seeds, fishing material and aquaculture equipment, as well 
as feed and vaccination for the livestock. Special attention is also needed for mangrove 
rehabilitation and for aforestation activities. 
 
FAO has received US$ 1 million from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
for immediate assistance to cyclone-affected farmers and fisherfolk and is actively seeking 
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funding from other donors to help rebuild the livelihoods and restore the dignity of more than 
100 000 of the worst affected households, activities that will directly benefit nearly 500 000 
people. The Government of Belgium has approved US$ 2 million towards FAO activities to 
assist around 47 000 households (235 000 people), through the provision of seeds and other 
agricultural inputs, as well as fishing nets and supplies. 
 
I thank Ciro Fiorillo for organizing this important workshop and also for inviting me to this 
inaugural session. I am sure the presentations and discussion will help the NFPCSP-funded 
researchers have more insight into the effective focusing of their research to address 
research questions in their respective areas. Their research will contribute to better informed 
policy making for food security, which is particularly important in the context of current food 
situation caused by the floods and the cyclone that hit Bangladesh very adversely. I wish the 
workshop all success. 
 
 
 
Annex 7: Address by the Chair Dr. Mohammad Ayub Miah, Secretary, Ministry 
of Food and Disaster Management, Government of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh   
 
Honorable Chief Guest, Mr. Tapan Chowdhury, Adviser, MoFDM 
Special Guest, Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO representative in Bangladesh, 
Guest of Honour His Excellency Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of Delegation, 
Delegation of the European Commission, Bangladesh 
Guest of Honour Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Deputy Mission Director, USAID  
Dear colleagues 
Distinguished participants 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
Good Morning and Assalamu Alaikum everybody. 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 
(NFPCSP), implemented jointly by the Food, Planning and Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of 
Food and Disaster Management of the Government of Bangladesh and Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations has arranged a very important workshop on “Informed 
Policy Making for Food Security: Research in Support of the National Food Policy”. 
 
I am happy to see that a large number of participants comprising eminent experts and 
personalities representing the Government and Non-government Organizations, Research 
and Academia, Development Practitioners and the Media, who are here to-day to participate 
in this very important workshop. It has been informed me that the workshop is going to 
present findings of Benchmark Survey (BMS) on food security literature in Bangladesh, 
results of evaluation of research institutions in Bangladesh and introduce the research 
awardees along with awarded projects. All these efforts have been made in connection with 
improvement of food security in Bangladesh. It is expected that it will bring more familiarity 
with food security literature, on-going food security research and the way food security 
research can be managed in future. 
 
It is worth mentioning that a Research Needs Digest (RND) has been prepared by the said 
programme that contains important food security research issues in Bangladesh. A total of 
22 projects comprising 8 Programme Research and 14 Challenge Funded research have 
been awarded. The awarded projects comprise several dimensions such as Economic 
Access (5), Physical and Social Access (2), Food Availability (4), Utilization and 
Food/Nutrition (3) and Cross Cutting Areas (8). I believe that the research projects will be 
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completed timely and the completed research projects will provide us with important 
feedback that can serve as a good basis for taking sound and rational policy and plan for 
better food security management in Bangladesh. 
 
Completion of the Benchmark Survey (BMS) on food security literature by the NFPCSP 
through intensive literature surveys is another valuable document that students, researchers 
and academicians can make good use of. This is perhaps the first BMS on food security 
literature in Bangladesh that takes into consideration a huge number of books, articles, 
research reports, mimeographs published home and abroad.  The BMS and the RND 
together are intended to be an information store house containing a wide range of topics, 
titles and questions on research issues relevant to food security for Bangladesh (core 
agricultural research needs) along with pointed and critical reviews of literature (the core of 
the BMS). Both documents are expected to be of tremendous use for the students, 
academicians, researchers and policy planners who are interested to deal with food security 
issues in Bangladesh. 
 
It may be mentioned that Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) is a wing of the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster management and one of its important mandate is the advisory 
service to the MoFDM and other relevant offices in the Government on food policy issues 
based on systematic research, analysis and monitoring of information. In that case, the BMS 
can also be a very useful document to the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the Ministry 
of Food and Disaster Management in initiating new investigation on food security research in 
Bangladesh. The RND provides quite a good number of researchable issues and topics on 
food security of Bangladesh, and NFPCSP could award only little of those. Nevertheless, it 
opened avenue for the researchers and research institutions. I urge upon different 
institutions/organization/ agencies/donors that they will also make use of the information 
provided in the RND. 
 
Programme Research (PR) is an important component of the NFPCSP. The 1st phase of the 
programe directly dealt with the PR. For the sustainability of the research endeavour, 
reputed research institutes are going to be identified who will perform the role of PR 
research management in initiating, and selecting food security research and recommending 
to the Research Grants Panel for award. On successful completion of the first phase, during 
the second phase of the programe it is expected that prioritized research will be conducted 
directly by these identified institutions resulting in the production of good quality research 
reports.  
 
Let the BMS, RND, awarded research and identified research institutes together act as a 
force to strengthen and sustain food security research in Bangladesh and the FPMU be a 
more efficient platform in providing feedback on food security issues to the government of 
Bangladesh.  
 
I would like to thank you all for your kind presence in this workshop and particularly to our 
chief guest Mr. Tapan Chowdhury, Honorable Advisor, MoFDM for making valuable time 
available for us in spite of his very tight schedule. I hope all of you will actively participate in 
the technical sessions to make the workshop a success. 
 
Thank you all once again and Allah Hafez. 
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